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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

UST Closure 

On June 18, 1998, a steel underground storage tank (UST) was closed by removal in 
accordance with New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) closure 
procedures at the Main Post-West area of the U.S. Army Fort Monmouth, Fort Monmouth, 
New Jersey. The UST, NJDEP Registration No. 0081533-116 (Fort Monmouth ID No. 
718), was located southeast of Building 718. UST No. 0081533-116 was a 550-gallon #2 
fuel oil UST. The fill port was located directly above the tank. 

Site Assessment 

The site assessment was performed by U.S. Army personnel in accordance with the 
NJDEP Technical Requirements for Site Remediation (N.J.A.C. 7:26E) and the NJDEP 
Field Sampling Procedures Manual. The sampling and laboratory analysis conducted 
during the site assessment were performed in accordance with Section 7:26E-2.1 of the 
Technical Requirements for Site Remediation. Soils surrounding the tank were screened 
visually and with air monitoring equipment for evidence of contamination. Following 
removal, the UST was inspected for corrosion holes. Numerous holes were noted in the 
UST. Soils at the location of the holes were dark in color and appeared to be 
contaminated. The NJDEP hotline was notified and the case was assigned DICAR No. 98-
6-17-1650-28. On June 18 and 19,1998, potentially contaminated soil was removed from 
the excavation area. In total, approximately 32 cubic yards of potentially contaminated soil 
were removed from the excavated area and stored at the Fort Monmouth petroleum 
contaminated soil staging area. Groundwater was encountered at 5.0 feet below ground 
surface and no sheen was observed. Soil samples, which were collected after the removal 
of the potentially contaminated soil, contained TPHC concentrations ranging from non­
detect to 208.69 mg/kg. 

All post excavation soil samples collected from the UST excavation at Building 718 
contained TPHC concentrations below the NJDEP residential direct contact total organic 
contaminants soil cleanup criteria of 10,000 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) (N.J.A.C. 
7:26D and revisions dated February 3, 1994). Following receipt of all post-excavation soil 
sampling results, the excavation was backfilled to grade. with a combination of 
uncontaminated excavated soil and certified clean fill. The excavation site was then 
restored to its original condition. 

In response to the observation of potentially contaminated soil and the potential of 
groundwater contamination, two {2) groundwater samples were collected at Building 718. 
On October 24, 1998, and December 7, 1998, Building 718 was sampled for volatile 
organic compounds calibrated for xylene plus 15 tentatively identified compounds (VOC's), 
and semivolatile organic compounds plus 15 tentatively identified compounds (SVOC's). 
All groundwater analytical results were either below the detection limit or in compliance with 
the New Jersey Ground Water Quality Criteria (GWQC). 

No further action is proposed in regard to the closure and site assessment of UST 
No. 81533-116 at Building 718. 

IV 
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1.0 UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK DECOMMISSIONING 
ACTIVITIES 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

One underground storage tank (UST), New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) Registration No. 81533-116, was closed at Building 718 at the Main 
Post-West area of U.S. Army Fort Monmouth, Fort Monmouth, New Jersey on June 18, 
1998. Refer to the site location map on Figure 1 . This report presents the results of the 
Department of Public Works' (DPW) implementation of the UST Decommissioning/Closure 
Plan approved by the NJDEP. The UST was a steel 550-gallon tank containing No. 2 fuel 
oil. 

Decommissioning activities for UST No. 81533-116 complied with all applicable Federal, 
State, and Local laws and ordinances in effect at the date of decommissioning. These 
laws included but were not limited to N.J.A.C. 7:14B-1 et seq., N.J.A.C. 5:23-1 et seq., and 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 1910.146 & 1910.120. All permits 
including but not limited to the NJDEP approved Decommissioning/Closure Plan were 
posted onsite for inspection. The decommissioning activities were conducted by DPW 
personnel who are registered and certified by the NJDEP for performing UST closure 
activities. Closure of UST No. 81533-116 proceeded under the approval of the NJDEP 
Bureau of Federal Case Management (NJDEP-BFCM). The Standard Reporting Form and 
signed Site Assessment Summary form for UST No. 81533-116 are included in 
Appendices A and B, respectively. 

After removal of the potentially contaminated soil, the site was assessed. Based on 
inspecting the UST, field screening of remaining subsurface soils, and reviewing analytical 
results of soil samples and groundwater samples, the DPW has concluded that no 
significant historical discharges are associated with the UST or associated piping. 

This UST Closure and Site Investigation Report has been prepared by Versar, to assist the . 
U.S. Army DPW in complying with the NJDEP regulations. The applicable NJDEP 
regulations at the date of closure were the Interim Closure Requirements for Underground 
Storage Tank Systems (N.J.A.C. 7:14B-1 et seq. October 1990 and revisions dated 
November 1, 1991 ). 

This report was prepared using information collected at the time of closure. Section 1 of 
this UST Closure and Site Investigation Report provides a summary of the UST 
decommissioning activities. Section 2 of this report describes the site investigation 
activities. Conclusions and recommendations, including the results of the soil sampling 
and groundwater investigation, are presented in the final section of this report. 
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1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION 

Building 718 is located in the Main Post-West area of the Fort Monmouth Army Base. UST 
No. 0081533-116 was located southeast of Building 718 and appurtenant copper piping 
ran approximately five- (5) feet northwest to Building 718. The fill port area was located 
directly above the tank. A site map is provided on Figure 2. 

1.2.1 Geological/Hydrogeological Setting 

The following is a description of the geological/hydrogeological setting of the area 
surrounding Building 718. Included is a description of the regional geology of the area 
surrounding Fort Monmouth as well as descriptions of the local geology and hydrogeology 
of the Main Post area. 

Regional Geology 

Monmouth County lies within the New Jersey Section of the Atlantic Coastal Plain 
physiographic province. The Main Post, Charles Wood, and the Evans areas are located 
in what may be referred to as the Outer Coastal Plain subprovince, or the Outer Lowlands. 

In general, New Jersey Coastal Plain formations consist of a seaward-dipping wedge of 
unconsolidated deposits of clay, silt, and gravel. These formations typically strike 
northeast-southwest with a dip ranging from 10 to 60 feet per mile and were deposited on 
Precambrian and lower Paleozoic rocks (Zapecza, 1989). These sediments, 
predominantly derived from deltaic, shallow marine, and continental shelf environments, 
date from Cretaceous through the Quaternary Periods. The mineralogy ranges from quartz 
to glauconite. 

The formations record several major transgressive/regressive cycles and contain units 
which are generally thicker to the southeast and reflect a deeper water environment. More 
than 20 regional geologic units are present within the sediments of the Coastal Plain. 
Regressive, upward coarsening deposits are usually aquifers (e.g., Englishtown and 
Kirkwood Formations, and the Cohansey Sand) while the transgressive deposits act as 
confining units (e.g., the Merchantville, Marshalltown, and Navesink Formations). The 
individual thicknesses for these units vary greatly (i.e., from several feet to several hundred 
feet). The Coastal Plain deposits thicken to the southeast from the Fall Line to greater 
than 6,500 feet in Cape May County (Brown and Zapecza, 1990). 

Local Geology 

Based on the regional geologic map (Jablonski, 1968), the Cretaceous age Red Bank and 
Tinton Sands outcrop at the Main Post area. The Red Bank sand conformably overlies the 
Navesink Formation and dips to the southeast at 35 feet per mile. The upper member 
(Shrewsbury) of the Red Bank sand is a yellowish-gray to reddish brown clayey, medium­
to-coarse-grained sand that contains abundant rock fragments, minor mica and glauconite 
(Jablonski). The lower member (Sandy Hook) is a dark gray to black, medium-to-fine 
grained sand with abundant clay, mica, and glauconite. 
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